
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflections for Elementary School Parents
Helping Families Teach Good Character

Dear Parents: 
 
Are your children taking their cues on how to be respectful from you?  If so, what are they learning?  
Are they learning to talk things through when there is a conflict?  Are they learning that voice tone 
and volume can express either respect or disrespect?  Are they learning to respect others property 
and space? If the answer is YES, Good Job! You are teaching your child a valuable character trait. 
If your answer is no to some or all of these questions, you may have to rethink the teaching of 
respect to your child.   
 
Here are some reflective questions that you could ask yourself if they exist: 

 
Do you listen to them when they are trying to share things you think are unimportant? 
Are you honest with them, following through on your promises and commitments? 
Do you “do unto them” the way you want them to “do unto you?” 
Do you show with your words and actions that you value them and that they are important? 
(Telling your child you love them or a simple hug will be effective.) 
Do you give them opportunities to be independent and successful? 
(Being helpful around the house; example cleaning their room.) 
Do you reward and praise your child for acting respectfully? 
(Examples: a high five, a hug, or saying great job!) 

 
Children are mirrors, they reflect back what they see and hear.  When they see and hear 
disrespect, they will be disrespectful.  If we as adults are serious about teaching all children respect, 
we must eliminate all the ways that we are disrespectful to them.  We are all character teachers 
whether we like it or not. 

 
 
 

Car/Dinner Discussions 
How do I show you respect? 

When do you feel most disrespected? 
Here are the things you do that show me respect……. 
How do you show your friends that you respect them? 

What are some common signs you see at school that are disrespectful? 
 

 

 

“Remember not only to say the right thing in the right place, but far more difficult 

still, to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the tempting moment.”    

Benjamin Franklin 
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